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Introduction 
 
 
Welcome to Porto and to the Fourth European Workshop on Optical Fibre Sensors. 
Following the successful meetings in Peebles (1998), Santander (2004), and Napoli 
(2007), we have the privilege of organizing the 2010 meeting, EWOFS’2010. 
 
The Workshop series aims to promote a scientific meeting with a high level of 
interaction between participants, enabling an open debate and the assessment 
of new concepts, technologies, and applications in the domain of optical fibre 
sensors, as well as the establishment of new collaborations and networks.  
 
Addressing scientific achievements, technological applications, and commercial 
exploitation, our goal was to create a program that could be attractive to both 
academics and professionals working in this area. 
 
We have tried to incorporate a number of high-level invited talks addressing not 
only topics related to optical fibre sensors, but also other scientific domains that 
may be relevant to the future of this R&D field. Also, we wanted to strengthen the 
workshop’s unique features, including the discussion of technical contributions, 
identifying and highlighting the most significant achievements. Because 
everyone’s active participation is important, we planned a workshop with an 
invigorating and appealing social program that encourages true scientific 
socialization. 
 
EWOFS’2010 takes place a decade after the beginning of this new century, of this 
new millennium. Humankind is currently facing great challenges in the search for 
a future characterized by global justice, fair and sustainable progress, as well as 
economic and social wealth. This is a demanding, yet necessary purpose, and 
science and technology create opportunities so that society may evolve in that 
direction. A special session was organized on “Optical Fibre Sensors for 
Sustainable Environment” which reflects our commitment to one of the big 
challenges humankind currently faces.  
 
EWOFS’2010 aims to encourage scientific and technological advances, and 
provide a forum where young and experienced researchers and entrepreneurs 
may interact in a mutually profitable relationship oriented towards the 
development of optical fibre sensors and its impact on society. Pursuing this 
central objective, we hope to have created a technically and socially 
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invigorating atmosphere and our best wish is that you will enjoy your visit to the 
metropolitan area of Porto, Portugal, in September 2010. 
 
 

José Luís Santos 
Brian Culshaw 

José Miguel López-Higuera 
William N. MacPherson 
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